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INTRODUCTION

This Health and Safety Plan provides guidance to Clallam County Marine Resources Committee (MRC) members, citizen scientists, student interns, and members of partner organizations that participate in our field-related activities during 2020, and is consistent with Phase 1 of Washington State’s “Safe Start Washington” guidance initiated on May 1, 2020.  Field-related activities conducted in small streams, at beaches, or in other nearshore locations in Clallam County include:
· Collection of samples from fish traps deployed in small streams
· Forage fish egg sampling at intertidal beach locations
· Collection of shellfish samples for biotoxin analysis
· Pigeon guillemot surveys
· Single-occupant kayak-based kelp surveys
· Green crab trapping and monitoring
· General interactions with the public, including photo documentation, video recording, or interviews created to support public outreach

This H&S Plan will be amended, as needed to comply with ongoing local or state guidance related to COVID-19, or to incorporate new field-related activities that may be initiated in 2020.  Field team leaders and participants will be required to read this H&S Plan prior to initiation of field work, and adhere to the guidance described herein during their work in accordance with local and state recommendations.  All field personnel are also encouraged to educate themselves about the risks of COVID-19 and to be aware of local, state, and federal guidelines designed to safeguard members of the public.  The following links provide a wealth of information about the virus and its risks:
· Clallam County:  http://www.clallam.net/coronavirus/
· Washington State:  https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus
· Federal Government:   https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

What follows is a summary of general health and safety guidance related to all activities followed by project-specific guidance.


GENERAL GUIDANCE FOR ALL FIELD-RELATED ACTIVITIES

· Stay home if you feel sick or if anyone is your household is sick. 
· Stay home if you are concerned about putting yourself, a family member or other site users at risk. 
· If you begin to feel unwell while in the field, go home immediately. 
· Assume everyone you see is infected, including yourself, and use appropriate precautions. 
· Prior to conducting the study, plan ahead to determine the minimum number of members necessary to do the work, and how to divide the tasks to reduce the risk of infection.  Consider the use of members from the same household when feasible. 
· Maintain at least a 6-foot separation between field team members unless they are from the same household.
· Be courteous to members of the public and address their questions or concerns about your presence while maintaining a 6-foot separation during all interactions. 
· Reduce the number of participants to the minimum required to do the work. 
· Carpool only with members of your household. 
· Wear a cloth face covering or mask when sampling with others outside of your household. (Hand hygiene before and after using ANY face covering is critical.) 
· Consider wearing disposable gloves during sampling (if you don’t already)- especially if close-contact work is required between sampling team members. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sanitize handheld gear (calipers, clipboard, quadrat, cards, bins etc.) with gel, alcohol or wipes before and after use. In most cases soap and water wash will also work (i.e., clean the equipment without damaging it).  Wear appropriate PPE (e.g., eye protection, gloves) during cleaning.
· Whenever possible, distribute responsibilities in a way that reduces or eliminates the need for equipment sharing. 
· If data sharing or confirmation is required, place the data or sample in an accessible location, step away, and allow other members to examine one at a time.  If a microscope is used for examination by multiple people, sanitize between users.
· Store equipment and gear appropriately between sampling efforts, and ensure it is cleaned and decontaminated before it is stored and before the next use. When feasible, attach a “date cleaned” tag to the equipment.
· Do not share food or beverages with members of the sampling team.
· Restrooms should be accessed in locations with as little public use as possible.  Practice standard hand hygiene before and after restroom use.


PROJECT-SPECIFIC GUIDANCE 

Fish Trap Sampling from Small Streams
· When possible, limit the daily check of the smolt trap to two people.
· When cleaning the screens for debris either have one person do the task or have two persons working at either end of the trap to maintain appropriate separation. 
· Wear face covering or masks when catching fish in the trap box.
· Wear face coverings or masks when identifying and measuring the fish.
· Disinfect nets and collection gear after use as described in the general guidelines.

Forage Fish Egg Sampling from Intertidal Locations
· Designate one person to handle the majority of the field equipment and sample the intertidal sediments.
· Have members of the same household involved in the sample sieving and vortex separation process if possible.  If this is not feasible, members involved in this activity should wear face coverings or masks and gloves.
· Disinfect all sample collection and processing materials as described in the general guidelines. 

Collection of Shellfish for Biotoxin Analysis
· Maintain a 6-foot separation between team members during digging.
· Team members should not share sampling tools
· Designate one person to collect data, package samples, and ship to DOH laboratory.

Pigeon Guillemot Surveys

· Maintain a 6-foot separation between team members during surveys and public interactions.
· Transfer the data from multiple observers onto one data sheet during post-survey discussion (either via phone, online, or through in-person conversations using social distancing as described above)

Single-Occupant Kayak-Based Kelp Surveys

· Maintain a 6-foot separation whenever possible during launch and take-out; avoid “rafting up” or having members in close contact while on the water.
· Distribute responsibilities in a way that reduces or eliminates the need for equipment sharing (e.g. one person operates GPS, another measures water temperature and takes pictures).
· If a team member needs to borrow a kayak and paddling equipment, it should be washed with soap and water before it is used, and returned in the same condition.

Green Crab Trapping and Monitoring

· In general, limit the handling of equipment to the smallest number of people needed to efficiently set and retrieve the traps, and disinfect all equipment at the end of the survey as described above.
· When possible, designate one person to fill out data sheets, and a second person to measure and record data.
· If physical identifications need confirmation, place specimen in a container and step away to allow a second person to conduct the examination.
· Enable multiple members to examine data sheets by setting them down and stepping away, as described above.

General Interactions with the Public, Photo and Video Documentation

· Maintain a physical separation of at least 6 feet between interviewer and interviewees.
· Do not share camera or photographic equipment.
· Conduct follow-up debriefs or additional interviews via social media or phone whenever possible.
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